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TO THE READER. 


zz 


Tnz peculiarity of the following discourse, renders 
it necessary to state, that it was written without any 
view to publication. It was prepared for delivery be- 
fore a Lutheran congregation and a Lutheran Synod. 


- 


Had it been intended tor a promiscuous. assembly, or for. 


the public eye, its illustrations would have been drawn 
from the history of the Christian Church at large, with- 
out regard to any. particular denomination. But the 
Speaker's aim was to excite, in a Lutheran audience, an 


increased sense of the importance of learning, piety, 


and missionary zeal; and who does not know that even 


the most hberal christians have s8ome peculiar attach- 


ment to their own church, and that therefore, incidents 
derived from our own history, have the strongest hold 
on our feelings. 'This remark is due, not only to the 
reader, but to the feelings of the writer, who trusts he 
1s not behind the age in which he lives, for catholicity 
of spirit. In yielding to the solicitations of this friends 


and brethren. to give. the manuscript into the hands of © 


those by whom it 18 published, he has made some sa- 
crifice of personal feeling, to the expectation of doing 
good; for he is well aware, that had the discourse been 
intended for the press, it might have made its appear- 
ance with better claims to the estimation of those into 
whose hands it may fall. ; | 
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INTELLECTUAL AND MORAL GLORIES 


QURISTIAN TRUEPLE. 


EZRA 111. 11, 12. 


And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praistd 
the Lord, because the foundation of the house (the second temple) of 
the Lord was laid. But many of the Priests and Levites and chef fa« 
thers, who were old men, and had seen the first house (Solomon's 
temple,) when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, 
wept with a loud voice. 


Tre satisfaction or dissatisfaction of man with his 
own conduct is of a relative nature. It depends. on a 
comparison of what: he does, with what he thinks he 
ought to do. Hence the clearer, the more enlightened 
our views are on the gubject of duty, the greater 
will be the exertions which we feel bound to make, the 
nobler will be the 8chemes which we will aim at accom- 
plishing. I. short, in proportion as our standard of du- 
ty is high, must be the height of our attainments in or- 
der to satisfy our minds, and preserve our peace of con- 
Science. "Thus we see some christians, whose -ascetic 
views of religion lead them to suppose that piety. consists 
merely in retirement from the world and being engaged 
in personal deyotion, deserting the sphere for which they 


6 


- 


vere evidently designed. We $ee those whose person- 
al accomplishments would render them the ornaments 
of the most refined circles of society, and whose social 
affections eminently qualify them to bestow and to en- 
joy domestic happiness, and, above all, whose piety 
would constitute them burning and shining lights inthe 
church militant, burying themselves in the cells of a 
monastery, and remaining perfectly satisfied, though 
they make no attempt to let their hight shine -amongst 
men, that others, also, may be led to glorify our heaven- 
ly Father. Again we ee others, taught from on high 
| and more deeply imbued with the spirit of their Master, 
who have learned, that when the lamp of grace is light- 
ed in the 8oul of man, it ought not to be put under a 
bushel, but on a stand; that it may give light to all 
around; men who aim at the 8ame mind which was in 
Christ "7 who endeayour, like him of Nazareth, to 
£0 about doing good; men who think no- objeet-too no- 
ble, no enterprize too arduous, no difficulty too great. 
Accordingly, as these principles would lead us to ex- 
pect, we may sometimes see two persons of precisely 
equal attainments, the one applauding himself for hav- 
ing done well, whilst the other, having clearer light 
and a higher standard of duty, is filled with sel{-reproach, 
and regret at not having accomplished more. And thus, 
is 8ame event, which fills the one with gratitude and 
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to have been vin heh be to YM a 80urce of humiliation 
and regret. 

Of this we have a striking, a most 1interesting exem- 
plification/in the incident referred to in the text. The 
Jews had but lately returned from the land of their cap- 
tivity. It was their love to Jerusalem and her temple, 
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which kept alive in them their attachment to the land of 


their fathers; that love which made them Weep and hang 
their harps upon the willows beside the rivers of Baby- 
lon, and. extorted from- them - the - feelings, expressed 


with-80 much pathos in the 137 Psalm: «If I forget thee, 


O-Jerusalem, let my rights be forgotten, if I do:not-re- 
member thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth, if 4 prefer not Jerusalem above my chef” joy.” 
Well might-it be expected that when the days of their 
captivity had been numbered,and the sight of Jerusalem, 
the city- of their God, had once more gladdened their 
hearts, | their hands would goon be at work to rear again 
her sacred temple. Accordingly, we are told, that hav- 
ing-employed the first year in preparing materials and 
contracting for: the work with - carpenters and ma- 
Sons; in the 8econd month of the secondwypear, the foun- 
dation of the New Temple was laid with the greatest 
80lemnity. Zerubbabel, the governor, and Jeshua, the 
high priest, were present, together with the whole con- 
zregation- of the people, the trumpeters- sounded their 
trumpets,the harps which refused to ing in astrange land 
were now yocal with *the songs of Zion,” *%.And-all the 
people shouted with a great 8hout and pratsed the Lord 
because the foundation of the house of the Lord was lard.” 


But at the same_ time, the more ancient fathers among 


them, who had seen the glory of the former. temple, see- 
ing how far inferior were the materials, and how far 
less: glorious must necessarily be the temple which”a 


few impovyerished exiles could build, *2wept with @: loud 


voice.” This scene presents an interesting phenomenon 


in the. philosophy.of human feeling. - . Let us:endeayour _ 


_ to apply it to our own cireumstances, and draw ingstruc- 
tion from it. "th 
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- Is there nothing, my hoafers, in the history of the 
christian church, which bears an analogy to this? No- 
thing to which this principle admits of a natural applica- 
tion? Nothing in which it -could afford us instruction? 
We think there is. Thus we might contemplate the 
christian | church from the time when Jzs8vs founded it 
on a rock, till the dark ages, as the first temple; for well 
may it be s8aid that ignorance and g8uperstition had then 
razed it to the ground. And the second temple would 
be that which was commenced in the days of the refor- 
mation, but which, like the temple of the text; was built 
on the old foundation, on the rock Christ. 'Then, 1f 
with the younger Jews, we were to confine our attention 
to the 8econd temple, to the present state of the church 
of Christ on earth, we might find many just causes of 
gratulation and joy. And, on the contrary, were we to 
exhibit to your view the glories of the first temple; were 
we to point you to the days of the apostles, and go with 
you in imagination to the land of promise, and-contem- 
plate the places hallowed by the most sacred associa- 
tions, and dwell on the scenes immortalized in the 
history of human redemption, and wrapt in holy medita- 
tion, hold communion with Paul and Peter and John, 
and be, or 8eem to be, 
«Where lived and preached and died and rose again 


«The world's sole hope; —and where the Book of Books 
_._**Was handed down from heaven— 


We would 800n see that the spirit of the Son of God, 
and the spirit of his apostles, and the spirit of those in 
the first centuries on whom their mantle fell, shed a lus- 
tre around the first temple, for which we look in vain in 
the second. We would, in short, find cause with the 
elder Jews to weep with a loud voice. 
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But this would be a field too wide for the limits of a 
single discourse. Moreover, the peculiarity of the pre-. 
sent occasion calls for something particularly adapted to ' 
it, and will justify the speaker in stepping aside-from'the_ 
ordinary . course of pulpit discussion, and instead of 


treating of some particular topic of doctrine or practice, 
taking such general views of our ecclesiastical relations, 


expanded liberality will not censure us for selecting the Ws 


history of our own church as the gubject of our present 
attention, and applying to her the principle of our text. 
She is indeed the mother church of the reformation, and, 


at the present day, more numerous.in continental Eus-, 


rope, than all the other protestant denominations tegeth- 
er. She appears before our view as a stupendous edifice; 


the gradual work of successive generations, important 


tor her magnitude, interesting for her structure, and 
venerable for her antiquity. So many ages have rolled 
away 8ince her foundations were first laid, and 80 va- 
rious have been the incidents of her history; that we may 
justly regard the former and the latter ages of her exist- 
ence, as her first and 8econd temple. Were we to direct 
our attention to our second temple, to the present state 
of our church, we could point out to you many circum- 
gtances calculated to excite our gratitude aud joy, many 
real glories which *the builder and maker God,” views 
with approbation. Who: is not filled with pleasure 
when he contemplates our wide spread- church, extend- 
ing over almost the entire surface of our land, and recol- 
lects that all this is the growth of less than a century; 
that it is but about eighty years since the first mis8iona- 


ries from Halle arrived in Pennsylyania, and only about _ 


fifty, 8ince those from the memorable university of 
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Helmstadt first et their foot on the 80il of Carolina! But 
though we have many things whereof to glory, it is 
- doubtless;not expedient for us to glory, nor is it © wise 
to be comparing ourselves with ourselves or .measuring 
ourselves by ourselves,” but it will be more profitable 
for us to raise our standard higher, and take s8uch views 
_ a8 may inspire us with humility, We might enter into 
a comparison of the state of our church at present. and 
her state in the first two centuries after the reformation; 
and 8how the points in which the glories of the latter 
temple are eclipsed by those of the former. But we shall 
merely attempt to 'portray to you the glories of our 
former temple, and intersperse such reflections as by the 
diving blessing., may be useful; that comparing these in 
our own minds with the state of our church at present, 
_we. may be instructed by the history of the past, and 
Stimulated to greater exertions in our master's cause. 
Fo the land whence our fathers came let us therefore 
now Ccast our eyes. Let us by the aid of history ascend 
that elevation which age gave to the elder Jews; let us 
contemplate our church in the splendour of her morning 
glory. Let us gaze upon the temples where our fa- 
thers-. proclaimed the gospel of salvation; let us linger 
long and fondly over the land where Spener 8owed the 
Seed of truth, —where Arndt wrote and preached and 
lived his * true christianity,” *——where Franken 
wrought his works of love, and where believing Luther 
poured his prayer of faith into the lap of God! 
I. The mental nature of man being compounded of 


OMG _* For the information of English readers it may not he superfluous to state 
" that the work here alluded to, is one-of the most-.useful practical works that 
Hig ever proceeded from an uninspired pen. It is translated, with various accu- 
: Wa racy, into nearly all the languages of modern Europe, and is generally cir- 
2 culated in our German churches in this country. 
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intellectual and moral, or, as they are sometimes t rmed, 
active powers, the same division naturally presents it, 
elf in considering the glories of the church, made up of 
guch men. Without INTELLECTUAL a nothing 
good could long be 8ustained; without moralexcellence, 
the most exalted intelectant faculties will be but illy 
directed, and only enable their possesor to be the more 


illustriously wicked. Indeed throughout all the ranks 


of rational beings in the universe, we find that their dig 
nity and glory depend partly on their intellectual, and 
partly on tiftir moral faculties. 
well as moral excellence, that the angels are elevated 
above us, and the glorious character of Jehovah himself 
partakes of attributes which are intellectual, and of at- 
tributes which are moral. And although in the sight of 


God, an humble, pure, and contrite heart is more valua-_ 


ble, than the most exalted intellectual eminence un- 


baptized by the spirit, although the sentimentzs true, 


What is a Pelham's head to Pelham's heart! . 
Heart merit wanting, mount we ne'er $0 high, 
Our height is but the gibbet of our name; 


Still, the image of God in which man was originally 
created, consisted as well in the understanding as in the _ 


will. And who does not know that as long as the un- 
derstanding is enveloped in the clouds of ignorance 
and error, the energies of the heart cannot well be pro- 
perly directed? Who does not know that superior in- 

tellect gives one man an advantage over another, and 
that it 18 a dictate of nature, that men ought not always 
remain” children in their intellectual, any more-than-- 

their moral faculties? But on this point, the Saviour 
and his apostles have not left ug/ to the guidance of the 


It is by intellectual, as 
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> light of nature, Jesus himself carefully instructed 
isciples; and Paul commands his son Timothy, and 
. other ministers, : to meditate on the things 


| lalag that his  rreggid micks appear to all, 

The things which Paul taught Timothy, he command- 
ed him to commit to other men, but only to such as were 
faithful, to 8uch as were able to teach others also; and 
these again were to study to show themselves approyed 
"unto God, «workmen that need not be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.” How then can a man, who 
has means and opportunity to learn, be called able to 
preach-the gospel, when he is not able to read that gos- 
pel? wheh he preaches entirely what others. say is con- 
OY tained in it? Is he able to convince and refute the learn- 

. *: Hy ed infidel and socinian, who, when he perceives the ig- 
448 norance of his opponent, is ever ready to appeal to the 
original ang to the historical circumstances of former 
ee? No, my hearers, sanctified learning 1s one of the 
pillars on which the christian temple rests. Before the 
days of Dr. Lardner, deists even sometimes denied the 
historical verity of the statements of the New Testa- . 
ment, and christian ministers were not always prepared 
to meet and to refute them: but after that learned -and 
persevering and humble man, devoted all the energies of 
his capacious mind, and all the resources of his exten- 
8ive learning -for-three and forty years to the study of 
all the kastorical leshumony which the world contains on 
this subject, and demonstrated it to be in uniform cor- 
ppbaenjg of the scripture statements, nat, s was 8i- 
_His immortal work has put this subject 


W over. and now the learned christian: and the-u === 
ed believer are left in full possession of their Bible, their 
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faith initis confirmed, and. they- ean repoe n 1 at 

eventſul interests of their 8ouls and bodies for time and, 
eternity, with the most entire and joyful confidence. 
And who that is acquainted with the history"of the Re- 
formation, does not know what an impurtant concern 
learning had in the incidents of that eventful age? 
Learned themselves beyond all the men of their age, Lu- 
ther and his coadjutors directed their first attention to. 
the proper qualification of those destined for the gospel , 
ministry. - It was by his translation of the word:of Got 
which his extraordinary learning enabled him'to make, 
and by the constant succession of pious and learned and 
able ministers, who is$ued from the university of Wit- 
temberg, like an everflowing stream diffusing its fertiliz- 
ing influence over the whole land, that the g 
work of the Reformation was, under God, not 

The Lutheran divines were the most distinguighed Pa- 
trons of learning. Nor was one universityzenough for 
them, though wnly endowed and attended by an unex+- 
ampled number of students from all quarters of Europe. 
Others were 800n founded, such as the universities of 
Jena, of Helmstadt, of Altorf, with. the express view of 
qualifying men for the gospel ministry. The older 
universities were revived-and-the study of the original 
languages of scripture required of all who had a view 
to the <ervice of the sanctuary. It was by their intel- 
lectual guperiority that they were enabled to acquire and 
to retain 8uch an astonishing influence over the mind 
of Europe, to break down the barriers, of s8uperstition, 
and to restore to their pristine purity and lustre the'doc- 
trines of the-gospel. Nay, it 'was this intellectual great- 
_ ness which raiged Germany : as a nation to 80 þ ig F 


" of | her. rake for- the wisdom of her rainy oy for the 
tumanity .of her Princes? Let her sons of oppression 
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mnswer, who have been groaning for ages beneath the 
weight of civil mjsrule—let our fathers answer, who 
86f1ght refuge. from oppression and hardship,in the happy 
land which gave us birth. How then is Germany known 
and revered? As the abode of liberty? No, as the land of 
Science, as the cradle of the reformation, as the native 
- of intellectual greatness—is she known as the land 
of Washingtons, and Franklins? no, but what country 
can vie with her as the land of Michaelises, of Storrs, of 
Mosheims, of Carpzovs, of Lysers, as the land of Ger- 
hards, of Chemnitzes, of Melanchthons, of Luthers! 
Would to God that in looking around our own country, 
we could point you to 80me Wittemberg, to some' Helm- 
stadt, among us! Then, also, should we 8ee more of our 
men high in;the offices of our country, guiding the civil 

and political destinies of our land; then also could we di- 

rect you to more of those pious and faithful servants of 
the Lord Jesus,who now .ninister among you, though few 

in number, preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

Our eyes do indeed meet with some 8uch institutions, 

founded in faith, and reared by piety and learning; but 


| they are generally not Lutheran, they are in hands of 


our christian brethren. Still, they are blessings to our 
- land, and we would rejoice in them, we would thank 
| Goa for them. But why should not we also have more 
of such institutions? Are our fathers? sons 80 far degene- 
rated? Have we fallen 80 far from our former estate! Oh 
how unlike the days that are past! How unlike the 8pi- 
rit of Luther! How unlike the faith and zeal of Franken! 


Again in contemplating the intellectual glories of oan 


* 


first temple, we cannot but admire her | 


- manners, revealed tothe world an accurate” knowledge 


fo the distinetion between truth considered objectively and eubjectively. 


her zeal for the truth, 


BUN FAN En FROes heart i 18 80 Do wndet the, j nf = 
ence of his head, the nature of his belief wut be: of} he 


greatest importance. Moreover, if there be any differ- 
ence between truth and a lie, -it-is important that man 
should have corrett views of things, especially 6f. thoge 
religious truths which exert s0 great an influence on his 
conduct. What but inactivity and immorality could we 
expect from the Antinomian? what but pride and;arre- 
gance and elf dependence from the Pelagian,. or the 
rank Armenian? In short, the system of the universe is 
unique and harmonious; truth is an accurate knowledge 
of the various parts of this system and their different re- 
lations*. As far as we have this accurate knowledge, 
we know truth, and as far as our conduct is guided? 

such an accurate knowledge, we are guided by truth, and 
our conduct is right. But 0 800n as our, idea - of. any 
thing does not conform to reality, we entertain an eITor, 


and if it be one which bas a direct bearing cn. our out- 


ward conduct, there will be a corresponding deflgetion 
from the path of propriety; or- if its effect be counteract- 
ed by.gome other views which are true,there will still be, 


in the 8ight of God, a contradiction in the intellectual 


being Hence a knowledge of truth is essential to per- 
fection in all intellectual beings,. and consequently. in 
man. Accordingly, God at sundry times and in divers 


of those spiritual relations of things; a knowledge of 
which 1s necessary to direct our conduct and prepare us 
for heaven. And as traditionary transmI88I0N, 18 a De: 


*Tt fo nincceasary to ES the learned render that uy ER is hack 
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earious Fohials of eottinmutijcationi, as those trutlis would. 
naturally be deformed and corrupted in their descent + 
| froth otie generation to another, *holy men of God”-were 
_ ingpired to commit those truths to the gsafer custody of 
parchment and of paper. Well, then, are thoge exer- 
tions directed, which aim at preserving the purity of 
these truths; well, surely, are thoge efforts directed; 
Which aim at a correct understanding of this. 8acred 
_treagure! And, my fellow christians, when we hear the 
postle commanding us not only to hold fast the form of 
8ound words, but even earnestly to contend for the doc- 
trines once delivered to the saints; who that is familiar 
with the history of ages that are *past, does not reyert 
with pleasure to the days of the Reformation and the 
following ages? who does not think of Luther? who 
does not think of the diet of Worms? And in glancing 
over the history of the 8ucceeding ages, who does not re- 
collect howlong and how firmly were evinced that zeal 
and inflexibility which shook the Papal throne, evinced 
even at an age when those peculiar circumstances which 
elicited'it, had subsided, and when, perhaps there was 
no more need, at least of 80 saline a spirit. When'we 
look for that glory of the christian temple which is 8hed 
upon it by the purity of its doctrine, how are we -8truck 
with the lustre of our temple! What could be more 
8criptural than the doctrine of salvation purely by grace; 
which was 80 zealously advocated, that Luther called 
it the article by which the church* must stand or fall? 
What more accordant with God's word, than the total 
depravity of man, which was $0 fully" taught? what 
More biblical*than our moral agency, which was 80 ur- 
A " enforced? But above all, what could be more ac- 
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- fullness and Al ufcieney of | —— of the $a- 

viour of men, who gave himzelf a propitiation. for our 
sins; and-not for our's only, but. for the. gins. of the whole 
world? Surely the-state of doctrine muyst baye been fa- 
vourable, which bestowed s8uch approbation on- the me- 
morable work of Franken, Christus S. Scripture N U- 
cleus, (0: Christ the kernel, the marrow of scripture)! 
Nay, even the. error into wbich 80me of the exegetical 
writers of that day fell, of finding gomething Concerning 
Christ in every chapter of the Bible from Genesis to Re- 
 velation,/is at least a pleasing evidence of the amplitude 
with -which. the doctrine of the Saviour . was held,. a 
pleasing evidence how far they were removed from that 
odious heresy, which would strike the crown from the 
Redeemer's head; _ ; 

Whilst musing on this gubject, the fire burns within 
me—lL cannot refrain from giving - vent to.the eelings 
which fill my breast, I cannot but adyert to the happy 
State of: our own body on this important doctrine, Not 
in the whole.christian world is there a ministerial body, 
who believe and preach more ſully the divinity of the 
Saviour and the - amplitude of his atonement than our 
own.....Let us go.on Brethren, thus to preach Christ, till 
he call. us home to the mangion in his Father's house 
which h& went to prepare for us! Thus let us.go on, 
my ;christian hearers, to believe in him, thus to live on 
him, thus, as branches from-the vine, to derive our- dai- 
ly. Support from him, All other [modes of preaching 
will avall but Title, all other modes of living will ad- 
YAge: us in holiness but little. As > ministers, let us 
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the bl6od of atonement, which speaketh better things 
than that of Abel. 'This.is the doctrine' which has been 
found to restore sensibility to the seared conseience, and 
80ften the 8tony heart, when all other means have failed. 
This has tamed the ferocity of the most abandoned” 8a- 
vages, it has warmed the frozen heart of the Greenland- 
er, cold as the everlasting ice which surrounds him. 
How then shall we know any thing among you which is 
Inconsistent with the doctrines of the*eross, which does 
not tend toillustrate, to enforce them? Shall we amuse 
you with the sounding brass,and tinkhng cymbal of mere 
myvrality.-whilst Calvary's mount calls on us to preach 
the slaughtered Lamb, whose blood bedewed her sides? 
whilst the apostles, and sacramental host of martyrs and 
missionaries, nay,.whilst even” the converted heathen 
themselves, call on us to preach Christ? Let us hear, 
together, the advice of a North; American Indian, to the 
Moravian missjonaries, by one of whom he was convert- 
ed: «Brethren, (said he.) I have grown old amongst the 
heathen; therefore I know how heathen think. Once a 
preacher came and began to explain to us that there was 
a God. We answered—dost thou think us 80 ignorant 
as not to know that? Go back to the place whence thou 
camest! Then, again, another preacher came, and: be- 
gan to teach us, and to 8ay: you must not steal, nor lie, 
' nor get Crunk, We answered: thou -fool, dost thou 
think we don't know that? Learn first thyself, and then 
teach the people to whom thou belongest, to leave off 
these things. For who steals, or lies, or is more drunk- 
eN, than thine own people? And thus we dismissed 
him,” A me time, brother Christian Henry Rauch, 
hut and sat down by me.. He spoke to 
me nearly as follows: I come to you in the name of the 
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God of heayen and earth, He, sends.to let. you, know, 
that he will make you. happy, and deliver you from th 
migery in which you, lie at. prggent. To this end he 
became a man, gave his life.a ransoin for man, and shed 
his blood for him, on the cross!— When he had finished 
his discourse, he lay down upon a board, fatigued by | the 
journey, and fell into a sound sleep., I then thought: 
what kind. of man is this? . Here he lies and gleeps 1 
might kill him, and: throw him out into the woods * and 
who. would regard it?. But this gives. him no. concern. 
However, I could not forget his words. They. convtant- 
ly recurred to my mind.. . Even when I. was. asleep, 1 
dreamt of that blood which Christ shed for us, | found 
this to be 8omething different from what I ever heard; 
and I interpreted Christian Henry's words to the other 
Indians. _ Thus, through the grace of God, an awaken- 
ing took place among us. T 8ay, therefore, brethren, 
preach, Christ, our Saviour, and his $1 ſerings and death, 
of you would have your words gain entrance among the 
heal 90 

Although, in this Survey of the intellectual glories of 
our ecclesiastical temple, ber moral lustre has intention- 
ally been 8omewhat blended, let us now devote a few mo- 
ments more. 8pecifically. 

II. To her Moral Glones. And first to > OT pre- 
ly itself, the root of every other moral excellence: of 
the christian's._ character. _ It is that park of the divine 
character, which corresponds to piety in mau, by which 
he becomes the proper object of adoration, and is entiued 
"Y ns low the gratitude, and obedience of his creature 
th was his moral excellence which grompted. mY 


ORTIETY 
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frams the universe, that the TIA operation of theUt- 
ferent parts of the world constitate one grand machine it 
constant operation, pouring fofth blessings upon man,and 
other animals. And it is the moral excellence, that is, 
the piety of man, which diffuses trariquiſlity m"_— Hob 
ness over his own breast, arid tends to diffuge if Yhifough- 
out the whole spliere of his agency and influence.” 'n 
Short, the ultimate object of the revelation'of God'to man, 
is to subdue the alienation 'of his heatt' from "God; to 
awaken the moral sensibilities of his sonl, to unite him 
t6 God, and inake the universe an obedient, Happy pro- 
vince of Jehovah. Hence the true kingdom of God is 
in the heart.” Against the mere outward form of chris- 
tianity in the absence of its power, the blessed Saviour 
often inveyed; and certain it is that the true kingdom 
of Christ is promoted only in proportion as this inward 
Spirit of piety is extended, and the christian temple 1s 
gJorious, chiefly in proportion as the lustre of this moral 
excellence is displayed, along with-its outward form. 
With these views of the real glory of the Redeemer's 
kingdone—views which z0me* ecclesiastical historians 
have almost forgotten,” whilst ' they estimated the pros: 
perity of the church by her outward splendour;—with 
these views, when we cast our eye along the pages of 
one history, what reason do we find to glorify onr God; 
what traces of this glory do 'we 8ee in our former ter- 
ple! During the years of actual refortnation, whilst the 
ministers of the church were 'engaged in their actual 
contest with the powers of papacy, whilst the general 
mind was 80 wholly absorbed in attending to the weed 
tuations of the conflict, the sitatition of the ct 
must - be confegsed, was not calculated to footer t the 
deepest kind of piety. Accordingly the theological pro- 
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duetions of that day are rather intelle 
are rather doctrinal than practical, are addreased rathe 
to the head than the heart. And-the polemical opirit 
which the earlier divines imbibed during the' 


mation, they appear not” to'have been 


expanded to an wmreasonable length; and'too many minor, 
non-fundamental ramifications of doetrine were determin- 
ed; little was sard and less'enacted, relative'to christian 


in some of the sister churches. Yet, were the elements 


of the deepest piety nevertheless found among them, and 
it was the'exigencies of the times which filled the pulpit 


and the press with polemical and doctrinal didcussion. 
Notwithstanding these difficulties, our church was 
adorned, even in the age of the reformation with very 
distingaished piety: And the ages that followed | gave 
rise to a multitude of men of the deepest devotion, men 
of whom the world-was not worthy; men;'\who as light- 
ed lamps placed upon a 8tand, shed their radience on 
all around them; who, as cities placed on-a hill, could 
not/ be' hid. Who does'not recollect the extraordinary 
piety and zeal of John Arndt and his' followers? wh; 
in glancinghis eye over the history 'of our church, does 


not” dwell with wonder and gratitude and amazement- 


on the extensive and glorious revivals of practical reli- 
gi0n," winch nan through his: instrumentality, re- 

read and radical; the fruits of y mc extend- 
ed throughout the whole' of that century? Yea, how 
many are there in our own country, whose hearts have 


easily to lay aide. To this'state of things too, it St 
be / attributed; that whilst the" confession "of - faith was 


preachice: an error, which though equally chargeable/on N 
other protestant denominations of that age, was, it must 
be confessed, remedied in our own at- a later day, than® 


votion, men from | whose example Wesley 
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often; been' warmed bythe holy. fervour of his practical 
works! Who does not 'recollect the illustrious, piety 
of Spener,..of Franken, of Schade and others, mew at 
whose holy fire. Zinzendorf lighted the torch of his-de- 


\ 


OY how 
«the kingdom of heaven sutffereth- violence, and how:the 
violent take it by force,” men; holy men of God, whom 
tens of thousands shall..in eternity rise and call blesged' 
Who does not recollect that series of revivals, which gave 
rise to what were technically called the *pietistic- con- 
troversies,” revivals, in. which, though much- that was: 
human may have. mingled, more that was divine -was 


» found... My hearers! taught by our Saviour by the fruit 


to. judge the tree, the holy works of these men are. the 
strongest evidence of their piety. Was - not: Germany 
filled for a century, with the unanimous plaudits of all 
thei friends of Jesus-for the pious institution then estab- 
lisghed?. Say, do:not the cords of sensibility yet vibrate 
in our hearts,” at the mention-of the orphanhouse at 
Halle, that noble institution,; which has probably done 
more forthe. diffusion of piety and the extension of the 
Redeemer's kingdom, than any other which has -ever 
existed in the world? © The memorable Ernest, duke of 
Gotha, 'surnamed- the pious, had awakened a. spirit of 
attention-to the pious education of 'youth: Spener too, 
had; been taught from above, that the castomary doc- 
triyaland-polemical education ought not to banish prac- 
tical. divinity and-practical piety ſrom' the colleges and 


| the-church. Without indifference to learning—for he 


was learned himself, without deviation From, the 1 receiv- 
ed doctrines « f the Lutherean church—for 
vinced that tliey were ſound in the Bible; but filled wth 
holy zeal for thie Souls of men, and guided by a highly 


enlightened and FR dangle; NI 


much assiduity, and no less. Suecess/to,,diffiise an 
ministers and laymen- more of the.power of, rue. 
ness: Thus had the way bee | ipdeſath 


n-prepared for. t| 
able Franken, __ His earliest.instructions. he had recely- 
ed at Gotha, in one of the r eligious schools of duke Er- 
nest, the pious. - In his youth he.,was the bosom friend 
of Spener; and. when Spener had finished his course, and I 
was translated.to heaven, his mantle..descended,on that 
man ot. God, Augustus. Hermann Franken. He com- 
menced his career in Halle, shortly : after the new univer> 

Sity. had been founded there. His orphan house gradu- 

ally: rose. far beyond his own most. sanguine expecta- | 
tions. In a few years, hundreds from every rank of 80- 
ciety frequented Halle, hundreds who had been trained. 

up. there for teachers, issued. forth with much of Fran- 

ken's -spirit, and. filled Germany with the - fame of 
their teacher. and - the fruits of his labours, Multi- 
tudes of other 8chools of a minor . nature, were: estab- | 
lihed on the same principles, s8ome of which* continue 

to the present day. Even | the religious | institution 

in Some of. our own congregational schools in © this 
eountry is: probably a. feint shadow. of the schools 

on  Franken's plan, which our forefathers had geen 

in Germany.. . Oh, - had our fathers but. thirty years 

ago laid, in this country, the. basis of guch an institu- 
tion, however 8mall its dimensions, which should: have 
zsupplied-our growing churches with pious and- learned 
ministers, and our. congregational schools. with pious, 
iutelligent teachers; what - arithmetic could NP 

the: ge. which would; ere. now, have resul 
it? How different would be. the aspect of our @] . 
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in this favoured land! "RS much more pious and learn- 
6d our ministry! how much more pious, intelligent, and 
_ regpected our laity! in sbort, how much more extensive- 
Ig would /the- Redeemer's Kingdom be maar —_ 
us! - 
Finally, Brethren! i in conteraplating the ——_ api 
of our church, in former ages, her MISSIONATY zeal forei- 
bly arrests our attention. This spirit is a. promineut 
characteristic of the true church of -Christ. - 1t-is no- 
thing else than an extended love of souls, and a thirst 
for the advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom! It 
was this spirit which warmed the Saviour"s - breast, 
«when he 8aw the multitudes and was moved with'com- 
pasmon for them, because 4hey were scattered abroad 
as sheep having no shepherd.” The same spirit is re- 
8pired in his words *the harvest truly is plenteous, but 
_ the labourers are few; pray ye'therefore the Lord of the 
harvest that he will send forth labourers into the bar- 
" vest;?* and the same-spirit led him just before bis -ascen- 
tion to heaven, to 8end abroad his disciples with the .com- 
© prehensive charge *Go ye therefore.and make'disciples 
of all nations.” This too was the spirit which animat- 
ed the primitive apostles, and which enabled "them to 
persevere amid. every difficulty; though one of them 
himself, informs us that he was *in journeyings of- 
ten, in perils of water, in perils of robbers, in perils 
by his- own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in 
perils in the city, in. perils in the wilderness:. in - pe- 
- rils in 'the- 8ea, in perils among the false brethren” — 
that he suffered «hunger, Rwy watchings, oalg” ad 
nakedness.” Nor were the-early-reformers.destiti 
this opirit. What exertions did thy: mak to _ +4 
to Christ! How did they labour to disseminate the 


men, not only throughout Germany, but also the oiher 
countries of Europe! Nor did the civilized nations 
alone occupy their attention. Under the patronage of 
Gustavus Vasa, the Lutheran church in Sweden-estab- 
Iished a misstonary station* in Lapland, to extend the 
blessings of christianity among'the inhabitants of that 
inhospitable clime, and deliver them from the horrors 
of paganism and superstition.. - And 80 deep: was 'the 
interest which eyen the kings of Sweden felt for 'the 


guccess of this noble enterprize, that the succes$ors of. 


Gustayus erected houses of worship for them at their 
own expense. Nor did Eu rope circumscribe their ' ex- 
ertions. Through the influence of Dr. Lutkens, chap- 
lain to the king of Denmark, the famous miss1onary 8ta- 
tion which continues even to the present day on the 
coast of Coromandel, in the. East Indies, was establish- 
ed. | It was from Franken's school that the first mis- 
Sionaries- came. __-Ziegenbalg, and Plutcho, were their 
names. .From Halle they went to Copenhagen, and 
thence, bidding adieu for ever to the land that gave 


them birth; and to all the dear objects of their affection, _ J 


which it contained, they sailed for 'Tranquebar, the 
chief Danish settlement in that. quarter of the world: 
Blessed Lutkens! thy name shall be handed down with 
veneration to our children—happy Ziegenbalg and Plut- 
cho, ye 8hall be hailed in *that city which hath foun- 
dations,” by hundreds of poor Tamuls whom ye led to 
Christ! and with you shall be associated Schultze and 
Dal, and. Kistenmacher, and Schwartz, and a multitude 


of others! It may be doubted, my hearers, whether-any .. 


* In the year nagl 
A 


doctrines of the Bible, -purified- from the traditions of 


_ their high 8ense of his worth, the East- India Company 
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ONE are ourselves the fruits of her ms8ionary 
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missionary displayed more uniformly the spirit of. the 


_ %friend of sinners,” since he of 'Tarsus, preached to the 


gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, than did 
Christian Frederick Schwartz. It is calculated that he 
was instrumental-in conyerting about 2000 8ouls. - For 


| half a century, he was the brightest ornament of the 


missionary cause. He was a father to all who knew 
him. His death was the subject of universat lamenta- 
tion, as well among Pagans as Christians. 'Tomark 


erected, at Madras, a monument to his memory. -- And 
as an evidence of the high estimation in which he was 
oy had not yet embraced his 
twhen Serfogee, the Rajah 
of Tangore, heard that Schwartz was dead, he himself, 
came once more to see his body, and bedewed it with 
the tears of his affection, and covered it with a piece -of 
gold cloth! As the manner of this -apostolical man's 
preaching mugt be instructive to all ministers, it-is-in- 
teresting to know that it was distinguisbed for affection. 
« Mr. Schwartz, (said one of the Hindo converts,) Mr. 
Schwartz was full of the love of Christ; he used to preach 
of the love of the Redeemer till he wept, and then 'hns 
hearers 80on became christians!” 

Nor will the name of Egede be 800n- OY mho 
after-an unsuccessful struggle of thirteen years, 8ucceed- 
ed in establishing a -mission 4 G wreenland, by which the 
eached to/ thousands. 
But why should we seek afar, this moral glory of our 


zeal. "Ml that we 8ee of our widespread church,” ex- 
were, almost over our whole country, rises' before our 


view as evidence of the missionary glory of our temple. 


w 


And nearly all that we i from FOE KG 
of Eranken! And the first missionaries to Pennsylyania, 
were (judging by the dates) personal disciples of, Fran- 
ken himself. Indeed; during a 
public life, he supplied nearly all the protestant mission- 
aries, employed in the whole world, and after his death, 
the spirit which he left behind him, still-provided others. 


whole of Franken's _ - 


He was, indeed, himself the great father of mis8ionaries. 


How blessed, how worthy of imitation the spirit ofthis 
man of God! Let an extract from one of. his private con- 
fidential letters to a friend, lead us into the 8ecret.apart-,, 
ments of his heart, and show us the missionary spirit 
which reigned there: *The great object (says this good 
*man) at which I aim, in all my undertakings, is. that 
«Christ, and he alone, might be glorified. And- I re- 
Gard it as the greatest happiness of my whole life, it 
*God 80 highly honours me,'his unworthy seryant, as 
*to make me- the instrument of rousing a single goul 
«from the sleep of'sin, and bringing it to Christ. LI ot- 
{ten think of the words of a pious French divine,* *the 
*proper 8eal of our calling to the ministry, 1s to have a 
*hungering and thirsting to bring 8ouls to Ohrist.' 
*+Such a hunger and thirst I have often felt in 80 high a 
*degree, as to resemble the cravings of the natural ap- 

*petite—Often have I prayed to God under the open 
heavens; Lord give me children numerous as the 
«morning dew, numerous as tie 8and on the sea shore, 
*numerous as the stars of heaven. . And now what shall 
&[ 8ay? The Lord has indeed heard my childlike, con- 
<*fident prayer, in 80 gracious a manner, that I cannot 
count the number-of those who have been made heirs 
 *of eternal life through my words and instrumentality 


* Stephen Gausenus of Seumre: 
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ory Germany, , and other nations, and even among the 

*heathon, by my spiritual children! Lord, who arh I, that 
hou-#shouldst show such merey to. me, a poor sinner!” 

re we 8een the intellectual, thus 

have we olanced at the moral glories of our former ec- 


_ clesiastical temple. And though there are many things 
' in our 8econd temple which excite us to gratitude, and 


urge us with the younger Jews to rejoice; yet when we 
compare 1t with the glories of the first, bave- we not rea- 
80n with the elder Jews, to weep with a. loud voice at its 


. inferiority When we cast our eyes to Germany, how 


lamentable is the comparative state of our church! She 
is indeed filled with learned men, and in the language of 
a highly distinguished biblical scholar of our age, we 
may with truth say, *in 1llustrating critical and hterary 
history, philology, natural history, and grammatical 
exeges18—1N a word, in every thing literary and scien- 
tific, that pertains to. the Bible; who can . enter into 
competition with recent German writers ?** Why then 


1s not her state- more prosperous? Why have her glo- 


ries vanished? Alas! the ancient spirit of piety has 
waxed cold. An unbaptised philosophy has broken 
down her sacred enclosures, and though 8he has for 
Some years been returning to her forsaken God, still are 
many of her divines hamkering after strange gods, and 


/worshipping idols which their own hands have made. 


Are then-her institutions-no longer remaining? Yes, 
alas! but oh, how fallen! Do you inquire what has 


ruined them? piety has destroyed not one—but scores 
_ have. been'ruined by an intemperate zeal for learning. 


Pursving intellectual studies with"too much-ardour;an 
ageing to cultivate the moral feelings of the heart, 


* Stuart's Letters to Channing, p. 149.'3d. edit. 


dy lost their mental ſtints] 


when viewing the strange, visjonary notions oft 


to which some-of them are wedded, we are almost con- 
strained to suspect that they are *beside themselves,” 
that *much learning has made them mad.” Yes, we , 
are constrained to acknowledge, 1 in the language of the 


venerable Seckendorf, that «weknow not- whether to re- 
joice 'or to mourn over thts extraordinary augmentation 
of learning in the church.” Yet, let it not be 8upposed 


that learning of the most exalted nature is inconsistent 


with orthodoxy or with piety. No, our divine religion 
shrinks not from investigation, nor does she tremble be- 
fore the intellectual magnitude of her professors. And 
whilst Germany has seen her Eichhorn, her Ammon, 
her Bauer, her Paulus, her Gabler, her. Wegscheider, 
her De Wette, abandoning the faith of their fathers; 
$he has had a Plank, a Schleiermacher, a Marheinecke, 


a Storr, a Flatt, a Sueskind, and others, men no less dig-. 


tinguished for the splendour of their intellect, and nq 
less illustrious for the extent and profundity of their 
learning, who «hold fast the form of sound words,” and 
*earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to the 
saints.” 'This, therefore, should teach us, not that 
theological institutions are not desirable, but that like 
all other good things, they may be abused. It ought to 
teach us, that piety should ever bear the sway in them; 
that none but deeply pious men should ever have the 
guidance of them,.and that none but pious men should 


ever be received as students in them. It ought to teach 


us that we-should guard every avenue through which 
the enemy might enter, that we should crush every ris- 
ing symptom-of infidelity, as we would the loathsome 


native product of the unregenerate mind, sprang. up, and | 
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then let usrise from our long protracted chumbr! Too 


Wn Uloir ministers, and bs our united efforts let us 


foster the spirit which shall ultimately rear an-institu- 


- tion worthy of the gpirit of Franken! 


_ Iris true difficulties Surrounded us on every 8ide,— 


But i is it unreasonable tor Fe forward the work of God 


amid difficulties? Let Spener answer, whose whole life 


was a4 continued struggle against them. Is it presump- 
- tive faith to trust mn God for means and s8uccess, when 


our prospects are- enveloped in gloom? Let Franken's 


- EStiftungen” dispel the thought, who began his orphan 
house' with eighteen shillings and faith. Do you object 
- that if any thing were attempted it must be done on a 
" 8eale too limited to be useful? Let it be remembered 
that as from a grain of mustard geed may grow a tree; in 


which the birds of the air come and lodge. s0 do-great 
results often proceed from small beginnings; that there- 
formation grew out of the ninety five theses of Luther, 
and that the orphanhouse of Franken which God after- 
wards raised to 80 stupenduous a height, was at first a 
common charity school of four beggar boys! Let- it be 
remembered too that the prosperity of our church, bas 
almost in every instance been owing to such institutions 
and that they may claim even apostilic authority. Iren- 
#Uus and Eusebius inform us that John erected a- theo- 
logical school at Ephesus, and Polycarp another” at 
chool of Alexandria, in which 
Lark” 7 1 Pantznus and Clemens and Origen _— 


_ has our Zion been shrouded | in pt; too-Jong 
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the tabernacle of the congregation. in Let the 
purity which characterised -our. venerated fore! 
urge us to place a high, a gupreme value on our. 


and ore: to place c on A level with it the sy mbols 


in £4: teach us tO wear with Neation those _ 8y1M- 
balic barriers which they erected around - the "OW of 
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neglect the command of the apostle, to Greject ; a gjan 
thee; 18 an heretick,””. aſter due admonition, lest the 
church of God- be contaminated by the” unhallowed 

- touch of the infidel, lest the erown .be struck from the : 
head of our Redeemer, by. the covert arm of. s0cin- 'Y 
ianism. * Let the ardour of \their piety enkindle atiew I 
the flame of devotion in our breasts; and let their mis- 
Sionary Zeal stimulate us to pray and+ to preach and to 


ur for *converts numerous as the morning dew, u- 


+. 
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merous as"the sand on the gen 8hore, .numerous as the 
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the arch of hea- 
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| have reason to weep 
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